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Emergent Reader Skills and Techniques Checklist

Assessment Tools: Sets 1 & 2  © Oxford University Press (Canada) 2011

Name:  ____________________________  Date Range:   _________________________

Observe the student’s demonstration of skills and techniques over time in a range of contexts. 
Using a level designation, indicate the degree of control.

One-to-one matching of words

Directionality: Left to right, top 
down

Directionality: Return sweep

Uses illustrations, context, and 
prior experience to make 
meaning and solve new words

Demonstrates control of an 
increasing bank of high-
frequency words

Rereads to confirm

Attempts unkown words using 
initial letters

Starts to look through words 
(e.g., noticing inflections, 
familiar chunks)

Connects sounds to letters

Understands the difference 
between letter and word

Knows uppercase and lowercase 
letters and sounds

Reads short phrases

Reads at appropriate rate for 
text



Early Reader Skills and Techniques Checklist

Assessment Tools: Sets 1 & 2  © Oxford University Press (Canada) 2011

Name:  ____________________________  Date Range:   _________________________

 Skill or technique Observed in Observed in Observed in
  shared reading guided reading independent
  context context practice

Observe the student’s demonstration of skills and techniques over time in a range of contexts. 
Using a level designation, indicate the degree of control.

Tracks print with eyes except at 
challenge points

Reads increasingly complex 
sentence structures

Applies understanding of simple 
punctuation to reading

Begins to read familiar texts 
silently 

Uses illustrations, context, and 
prior experience to make 
meaning and solve new words 

Rereads to confirm, check 
accuracy, and solve words

Demonstrates control of a large 
bank of high-frequency words

Attempts unknown words using 
word chunks

Looks through words 

Recognizes patterns and  
similarities in words

Predicts words based on 
meaning and storyline

Uses table of contents, index, 
labels, and other non-fiction 
features

Demonstrates phrased and 
expressive reading 

Adjusts rate 



Transitional Reader Skills and Techniques Checklist

Assessment Tools: Sets 1 & 2  © Oxford University Press (Canada) 2011

Name:  ____________________________  Date Range:   _________________________

 Skill or technique Observed in Observed in Observed in
  shared reading guided reading independent
  context context practice

Observe the student’s demonstration of skills and techniques over time in a range of contexts. 
Using a level designation, indicate the degree of control.

Reads increasingly complex and 
lengthy texts

Maintains interest and meaning 
while reading a text over a 
period of days

Reads silently for an increasing 
period of time

Reads a range of genres

Reads for a variety of purposes

Rereads to confirm, improve 
expression and phrasing, and 
solve words

Demonstrates fluent control of 
an extensive bank of high-
frequency words 

Efficiently solves unknown 
words using word chunks

Predicts words based on 
meaning and storyline

Uses a variety of techniques to 
solve words quickly

Demonstrates phrased and 
expressive reading 

Applies understanding of 
punctuation

Adjusts rate 

Uses organizational features of 
non-fiction texts to aid 
comprehension



Comprehension Strategies (Individual Profile)

Assessment Tools: Sets 1 & 2  © Oxford University Press (Canada) 2011

Name:  ____________________________  Date Range:   _________________________

 Comprehension Observed in Observed in Observed in
 strategy shared reading guided reading independent
  context context practice

Observe the student’s demonstration of comprehension over time in a range of contexts. Using a 
level designation, indicate the depth of control and use of the comprehension strategy.

Self-monitors  (cross-checks using 
cueing systems)

Self-corrects

Makes connections

Predicts

Asks and answers questions

Infers

Visualizes

Retells

Synthesizes

Identifies point of view

Determines important 
information

Identifies main idea of story

Uses text form and pattern to 
help make meaning



High-Frequency Word Checklist

Assessment Tools: Sets 1 & 2  © Oxford University Press (Canada) 2011

Name:  ____________________________  Date Range:   _________________________
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